Heresy 101 & Rabbinic Responses

THE DOCUMENTARY HYPOTHESIS VS. THE GOD-GIVEN TORAH
PART IlI: WHAT DOES THE TORAH SAY ABOUT ITSELF?

R. Avraham Yitzhak Kook, The Pangs of Cleansing

The violence of atheism will cleanse away the dross which accumulated in the lower levels of religious faith,
and thereby will the heavens be cleared and the shining light of the higher faith will become visible, which
is the song of the world and the truth of the world.

R. Amnon Bazak, To This Very Day: Fundamental Questions in Bible Study, p. xiv

1t is important to emphasize that my intention is not for this book to serve as a tool in a polemic against the
world of academic scholarship. It is not to “know what to answer a beretic” (Avot 2:14), but to “know how
to answer your own questions.” Believers are pressed, first and foremost, to reconcile their beliefs with their
internal truths, and if they encounter specific areas that interfere with their beliefs, they must seek ways to
reconcile these challenges to their belief system. The challenge posed by critical theory is not a threat, but a
means for deeper understanding of God’s word as revealed in the Bible.

I. THE TERM “TORAH" IN THE BIBLE - A RESTRICTED MEANING
(1% NWAD)'T P8 RPN 700 &KX 1a. Leviticus 7 (Parashat Tzav)
DWKY1 NRWYMAY1 ANamY 7595 nina R (%) (37) Such is the Torah of the burnt offering, the meal offering, the
:D YW NAr91 0RI9NI9 sin offering, the guilt offering, the offering of ordination, and the sac-

rifice of well-being.

(YIxn nwan) 7”7 PAa RAP11 080 AR 1b. Leviticus 14 (Parashat Metzora)
pn;jm nyaxn 1];;:'7?'? mIina NRT (1) (54) Such is the Torah for every eruptive affection — for scales.

(RW1 nwAaR)'n P98 9371ma3 980 a8 1c. Numbers S (Parashat Nasso)
nnp YR nbwn 'nim NRIPA NIIR NRT (V) (29) This is the Torah in cases of jealousy, when a woman goes astray
:RnLn AP R while living in her husband’s household and defiles herself.

(MTYIN NWAD) 1" PR MPWNRAA DD .82 2a. Genesis 26 (Parashat Toldot)
H’mpn ’:7173 DA7AR  YRUIUR :py (M (5) inasmuch as Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge: My com-
»nRim nipn Jmxn ﬁmmzm mandments, My laws, and My Torah.”
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2b. Exodus 16 (Parashat Beshallab)

(28) And the LorD said to Moses, “How long will you all refuse to
obey My commandments and My Torah?”

3a. Deuteronomy 4 (Parashat Vaethanan)
(44) This is the Torah that Moses set before the Israelites: (45) these
are the decrees, laws, and rules that Moses addressed to the people of

Israel, after they had left Egypt.

3b. Rashi, Ibid.
“This is the Torah” — this is what he will set forth following this chap-

ter.

4. Deuteronomy 27 (Parashat Ki Tavo)

(3) and inscribe upon them all the words of this Torah. When you
cross over to enter the land that the LorD your God is giving you, a
land flowing with milk and honey, as the LorD, the God of your an-

cestors, promised you.

5. Mishnah, Sotab 7:5
... And afterward they brought the stones, and they built the altar and
plastered it with plaster, and they wrote on it all of the words of the

Torah in seventy languages. ...

6a. Deuteronomy 17 (Parashat Shoftim)
(18) When he is seated on his royal throne, he shall have a copy of

this Torah written for him on a scroll by the priests the Levites.

6b. Deuteronomy 31 (Parashat Vayelekb)

(9) Moses wrote down this Torah and gave it to the priests, sons of
Levi, who carried the Ark of the LorD’s Covenant, and to all the el-

ders of Israel.

6¢. Rashi, Ibid.

“Moshe wrote ... and gave” — When it was completely finished, he
gave it to the sons of his tribe (Sifrei Devarim 34).
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7a. Deuteronomy 31 (Parashat Vayelekh)

(10) And Moses instructed them as follows: Every seventh year, the
year set for remission, at the Feast of Booths, (11) when all Israel comes
to appear before the LorD your God in the place that [God] will

choose, you shall read this Torah aloud in the presence of all Israel.

7b. Mishnah, Sozab 7:8

And the king reads from the beginning of “And these are the words”
(Deuteronomy 1:1), until the words: “Hear, O Israel” (Deuteronomy
6:4). And he then reads the sections beginning with: “Hear, O Israel”
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9), “And it shall come to pass, if you shall
hearken” (Deuteronomy 11:13-21), “You shall tithe” (Deuteronomy
14:22-29), “When you have made an end of the tithing” (Deuteron-
omy 26:12-15), and the passage concerning the appointment of a
king (Deuteronomy 17:14-20), and the blessings and curses (Deuter-

onomy 28), until he finishes the entire portion.

[I. THE TERM “TORAH" IN THE BIBLE - A MUCH BROADER MEANING

1 PR YW 8D .81
703 SR EOR M2 1At YYiny n3 TR ()

PN AR Adn MY UKD (89) Dy
07128 N2t AYn n7in 1993 31022 YR
vy 9y 513 1oy RS wy ninhy

{DR2W N3 A Ny

(N1an s nwaa) s P0A 0927 40 .an
DYIINT IR PR TP 0272va (D)
Y 13 DR DN i "0 T NPR7
'm% mam 0w 3 () tTa opiv pTRn

19178 DY INTRD D3R N3 TEON

(S

'R D98 YWIN A0 KD
i3 mam Tan ma ninn e vib ()
13 2309737592 niby? nwn fviy My opP

“220 TR TIITIR 0HRD IR

8a. Joshua 8

(30) At that time Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel,
on Mount Ebal, (31) as Moses, the servant of God, had commanded
the Israelites—as is written in the Book of the Torah of Moses—
an altar of unhewn stone upon which no iron had been wielded. They
offered on it burnt offerings to the LoRD, and brought sacrifices of

well-being.

8b. Deuteronomy 27:4—5 (Parashat Ki Tavo)

(4) upon crossing the Jordan, you shall set up these stones, about
which charge you this day, on Mount Ebal, and coat them with plas-
ter. (5) There, too, you shall build an altar to the LorD, your God, an

altar of stones. Do not wield an iron tool over them;

9a. Joshua 1

(8) Let not this Book of the Torah cease from your lips, but recite it
day and night, so that you may observe faithfully all that is written in
it. Only then will you prosper in your undertakings and only then will

you be successful.
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9b. Genesis Rabbah 6:9

This is as Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai said: The book of Deuteronomy
was like a standard for Joshua. When the Holy One blessed be He ap-
peared to him, he found him sitting with the book of Deuteronomy
in his hand. He said to him: ““Be strong” Joshua, “be courageous”
Joshua, “this book of the Torah shall not depart...”” (Joshua 1:6-8).
He took him and showed him to the orb of the sun. He [Joshua] said
to it: ‘Just as I have not been still from [reading] this [book], so, you
shall stand still before me.” Thereupon, “The sun stood still, and the

moon stopped” (Joshua 10:13).

10a. Nehemiah 8

(1) The entire people assembled as one man in the square before the
Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the scroll of the
Torah of Moses with which the LorD had charged Israel. (2) On the
first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Torah be-
fore the congregation, men and women and all who could listen with
understanding. (3) He read from it, facing the square before the Wa-
ter Gate, from the first light until midday, to the men and the women
and those who could understand; the ears of all the people were given
to the scroll of the Torah. ... (14) They found written in the Torah
that the LorDp had commanded Moses that the Israelites must dwell
in booths during the festival of the seventh month, ... (17) The whole
community that returned from the captivity made booths and dwelt
in the booths—the Israelites had not done so from the days of Joshua
son of Nun to that day—and there was very great rejoicing. (18) He
read from the scroll of the Torah of God each day, from the first to
the last day. They celebrated the festival seven days, and there was a

convocation on the eighth, as prescribed.




(AX" NYAD) 1Y POa B*AT a0 L2
79083 DR NY3Y 37 Apyn Hipea a0 ()
AT NN TA03 [P () TP TR
pipm am M 7oma 3Tav dhw
inQ D NPTV (1) TIYYR WK NIEoN

79373 72 1 NIV Bipna TN T

M T pyn Yo Inwan Y3 TRy

I T

(AR NWHR) A2 Pa RPN IR0 L

13°9K 937 (T9) :AnRY AYRHR 13T (09)
Y awa WG o 1by MYRna TnKy S
nowa (an) ... :'n% o’ Nyaw nisen an fin
Al E R | Gl SR PR L2
nidea °2 DN WwT wAY (n) :nopa
Y8R ORIR R0Rina SR 3Ty navin
"DROR M I DN

5 P19'2 0°1°1 7727 10D RN

WA WINZ WY APIIR N0AN WNY ()
Ny A WTRRN 751 oM oiam
nAin3 obawna DTRY-HY 1771 (V) 0 N3
DITTN DR BIR DRONTUN awn
:07n T

10b. Deuteronomy 16 (Parashat Re’eb)

(13) After the ingathering from your threshing floor and your vat, you
shall hold the Feast of Booths for seven days. (14) You shall rejoice in
your festival, with your son and daughter, your male and female slave,
the [family of the] Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow
in your communities. (15) You shall hold a festival for the LorD your
God seven days, in the place that the Lorp will choose; for the Lorp
your God will bless all your crops and all your undertakings, and you

shall have nothing but joy.

10c. Leviticus 23 (Parashat Emor)

The Lorp spoke to Moses, saying: (34) Say to the Israelite people:
On the fifteenth day of this seventh month there shall be the Feast of
Booths to the Lorp, [to last] seven days. ... (42) You shall live in
booths seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in booths, (43) in or-
der that future generations may know that I made the Israelite people
live in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt—I, the
Lorp your God.

11a. IT Chronicles 30

(15) They slaughtered the paschal sacrifice on the fourteenth of the
second month. The priests and Levites were ashamed, and they sanc-
tified themselves and brought burnt offerings to the House of the
Lorp. (16) They took their stations, as was their rule according to the
Torah of Moses, man of God. The priests dashed the blood [which

they received] from the Levites.
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11b. Numbers 9 (Parashat Beba‘alotekba)

(1) The Lorp spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, on the first
new moon of the second year following the exodus from the land of
Egypt, saying: (2) Let the Israelite people offer the Passover sacrifice
at its set time: ... (6) But there were some householders who were im-
pure by reason of a corpse and could not ofter the Passover sacrifice
on that day. Appearing that same day before Moses and Aaron, (7)
those householders said to them, “Impure though we are by reason of
a corpse, why must we be debarred from presenting the LorD’s offer-
ing at its set time with the rest of the Israelites?” ... (10) Speak to the
Israelite people, saying: When any party—whether you or your pos-
terity—who is defiled by a corpse or is on a long journey would offer
a Passover sacrifice to the LoRp, (11) they shall offer it in the second
month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight. They shall

eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.




